PERFORMANCE CRITERIA FOR ADVANCED PLACEMENT US HISTORY
MR. KAPLAN – ROOM 221
WHAT WILL WE BE DOING HERE?


We will be romping through United States History from the Contact Period through recent events. We will be learning about the famous and the not so famous, major turning points, as well as trends and patterns.

Let’s be honest: this is quite a challenging task. Let me just say now that one of my goals is to do justice to the twentieth century, so please trust me during the year when I say that we need to move on.

Usually class will begin with time to do a task based on the homework. 

What happens after that will vary. Sometimes we will watch and analyze a video clip; often I will present a short lecture; sometimes we will read and analyze a primary document or short news article; sometimes you will work alone or with a partner to answer some questions 
or . . . create something.  Sometimes we will try something a little weird. 

Not surprisingly, we will be working throughout the year to increase your ability to participate meaningfully in class and write analytically.

WHAT’S THE CATCH?

I believe that each of you can succeed if you are 


(1) willing to come to class on time and prepared (with a binder and a pen),

(2) willing to work hard and even take some risks, and

(3) willing to accept criticism and do your best to improve.


You will be reading more than you have before, and we will not always review what you were assigned to read.

Also, you will be writing (and sometimes rewriting) more often than you have before. Sometimes you will be writing short answers, sometimes full essays. Please expect a grand total of around fifteen (15) multiparagraph essays, almost always as timed writings. The essays will sometimes be traditional essays and sometimes be DBQs (document-based questions). DBQs are like research papers in a can and require a different course of attack than standard essays. (We will work throughout the year on developing your skills in writing both traditional essays and DBQs as well as writing short answers.)
One more big point: essays in AP US History are treated differently than in other classes. Based on what I have learned from people who have worked as graders of the national exam and my experience as such a grader in Texas, Kentucky, and Florida I will be writing few or no comments on your papers. Instead of writing comments, I will expect you to look at the essay’s rubric and the sample paper(s) that we examine. I also will expect you to visit me after school to have me review your essay with you if you have questions or do not know how to improve.

This is for two main reasons:

(a) this forces you to identify what you did well and where you can improve and

(b) this forces you to learn the rubric so you know what the graders of the national exam are looking for.


Furthermore, you will be researching independently sometimes and doing some fantastic projects, including the Junior Position Paper.
WHAT ABOUT GRADES?

Process is worth 20 percent of your term average. This includes homework, class work, and class participation. Anything you know I will be reading should be written in blue or black ink. (I dock one point if you use a pencil, a marker, or a funky color of ink.)
Homework and class work should be done consistently and reflect a genuine effort. If you do not have your homework when I check it, then it is a zero, so it is not worth it to try to have a parent deliver it during class. Typically I will check it in class on the day that it is due. If I forget to check it I will check it during the next class, so it always counts. Retail value: 10 percent of your term average.
Participation will involve a participation log that you keep. Please see the accompanying hints and the participation rubric that we will use. Retail value: 10 percent of your term average.

Performance is worth 80 percent of your term average. This includes tests and other rigorously scored work. Anything you know I will be reading should be written in blue or black ink. (I dock one point if you use a pencil, a marker, or a funky color of ink.)
Quizzes might be announced or unannounced. They might concern a reading assignment, a map that we have done, or something else. Usual retail value: 5 to 20 points.

Unit Tests will be announced and closed-note events. They will be on several chapters and typically have 20 multiple-choice questions worth 2 points each and an essay. Usual retail value: 80 points.

Projects and Presentations will happen once in a while, and you will have more than a night to do them/prepare for them. Usual retail value: 10 to 50 points. 
Miscellaneous assignments such as Socratic seminars will also materialize.

SO, WHAT HAPPENS AT THE END OF THE TERM?


At the end of each term, your homework and participation averages are worth 20 percent of your term average and everything else is worth 80 percent of your term average. Each term average is worth 22.5 percent of your overall grade for the year. The other 10 percent comes from the midterm and final (surprise!).
By the way, you might want to keep track of your own average, but I will provide grade printouts for everyone from time to time. Also, if you wish to receive more frequent grade updates, then I will be happy to show you your current statistics after school on the days that I stay late.

UH, WHAT IF I’M ABSENT?

If you are absent that day from school . . .
( you should check with a classmate or me to find out what you missed;

( you show me the homework that was due when you were absent and receive an extra day to do the homework that is due on the day you return;


( you e-mail me a project on that day or turn it in the next time that you are in school. We may have to be creative if you are absent on the day of a presentation; and


( a test is rarely the same as the one the rest of the class took and is made up according to the guidelines explained in the Student Handbook
A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE NATIONAL AP EXAM


The national exam is on Friday, May 8th.  You will receive information about this soon.
A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE SAT II IN US HISTORY


As hard-working juniors in a course that provides an intense survey of United States History, you should register for and taking the SAT II in US History. If I were you, then I would take the SAT II on Saturday, May 2nd or Saturday, June 8th. 
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nest syndrome.

“You may be suffering from what’s known as full-




( I UNDERSTAND MY RESPONSIBILITIES IN THIS CLASS.

( I’M EAGER TO LEARN.






___________________________________________






SIGNATURE OF YOUNG SCHOLAR
Also, please let me know how you feel about my using your work as an example:

_____
I am willing to have my work used if it is an example of good work.

_____
I am willing to have any of my work used.

_____  I would appreciate your not using any of my work as an example.

( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( (
( I UNDERSTAND MY CHILD’S RESPONSIBILITIES IN THIS CLASS.

( I WISH THAT I COULD TAKE THE COURSE MYSELF.
( ONE THING THAT I WANT YOU TO KNOW ABOUT MY YOUNG SCHOLAR IS . . .
	







___________________________________________






SIGNATURE OF PROUD PARENT/GUARDIAN
