Homesteader: _________________________
CHAPTER SIXTEEN, “CONQUERING A CONTINENT: 1854-1890”
“I will whine no more forever.” – Chief Joseph as a student

MAIN QUESTION FOR CHAPTER:
Describe and analyze the factors and groups that shaped the development of the West in this 
era.

	Theme(s)
	Key Points

	
	transcontinental railroad


	
	Munn v. Illinois


	
	Crime of 1873


	
	Homestead Act


	
	Comstock Lode



	
	Long Drive


	
	Yellowstone National Park


	
	Dawes Severalty Act (Dawes Act)


	
	Wounded Knee


	
	Frederick Jackson Turner


	Other Questions to Consider



	A. 
Assess the validity of the Turner thesis that the frontier served as a “safety valve.”


	B.        Is it fair to call the United States’ government policies toward American Indians worse in the late 1800s than during the early 1800s?



